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her investigatory work. Middletown
Police Chief Joe Bartorilla noted well:
Megan exemplifies our law enforce-
ment who are committed to doing the
very best job they can, day in and day
out to protect and safeguard our citi-
zZens.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of Officer
Freer and the entire law enforcement
community in Bucks County, to in-
clude District Attorney Matt
Weintraub, who committed to this in-
vestigation. Through their efforts, our
community can begin to heal from this
terrible tragedy that we suffered.

————
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HEALTHCARE CRISIS

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, we are
here, almost 10 months into this con-
gressional session, and what has been
accomplished? While TrumpCare sup-
porters have gone back and forth on a
plan that would take healthcare away
from millions of Americans, raise out-
of-pocket costs for people with pre-
existing conditions, and force too many
rural hospitals to close their doors,
they have completely missed a real
healthcare crisis that is coming tomor-
row. That is when Federal funding runs
out for thousands of community health
clinics and for millions of low-income
children and for pregnant women
across our country.

For years, community health clinics
and the Children’s Health Insurance
Program have enjoyed strong bipar-
tisan support from both sides of the
aisle here.

So why aren’t we voting to protect
these critical programs right now? Mr.
Speaker, we were sent here to help the
hardworking families that we serve and
offer them a better deal. Now that the
TrumpCare package has thankfully
failed again, I hope we can start doing
that.

———
SUPPORTING DACA

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, the decision
to end DACA goes against the very
core of our American values of the
American Dream. The future of 800,000
young people who study, serve in our
military, and contribute to our econ-
omy, and who serve and protect Amer-
ica is at risk.

DREAMers are understandably wor-
ried, anxious, depressed, petrified, and
terrified about what will happen 6
months from now.

DREAMers like Juan in my district
who was brought here at a young age is
a medical student and wants nothing
more than to be a doctor and save
lives—even your life. For Juan and
nearly 1 million DREAMers like him,
we must act. That is why I have joined

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

House and Senate leaders to demand a
vote on the bipartisan Dream Act.

Mr. Speaker, put politics aside and
bring the Dream Act to the floor for a
vote as soon as possible.

Rather than ending the DACA pro-
gram and tearing families apart, in-
stead, let’s work together toward com-
prehensive immigration reform that
will secure our Nation’s borders, keep
our citizens safe, help our economy,
and fix our immigration system.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Pursuant
to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will
postpone further proceedings today on
the motion to suspend the rules on
which a recorded vote or the yeas and
nays are ordered, or on which the vote
incurs objection under clause 6 of rule
XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken later.

——————

HURRICANES HARVEY, IRMA, AND
MARIA EDUCATION RELIEF ACT
OF 2017

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
1866) to provide the Secretary of Edu-
cation with waiver authority for the
reallocation rules and authority to ex-
tend the deadline by which funds have
to be reallocated in the campus-based
aid programs under the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 due to Hurricane
Harvey, Hurricane Irma, and Hurricane
Maria, to provide equitable services to
children and teachers in private
schools, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1866

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Hurricanes
Harvey, Irma, and Maria Education Relief
Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. ALLOCATION AND USE OF CAMPUS-BASED
HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AFFECTED AREA.—The term ‘‘affected
area’ means an area for which the President
declared a major disaster or an emergency
under section 401 or 501, respectively, of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170 and 5191)
as a result of Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane
Irma, Hurricane Maria, Tropical Storm Har-
vey, Tropical Storm Irma, or Tropical Storm
Maria.

(2) AFFECTED STUDENT.—The term ‘‘af-
fected student’” means an individual who has
applied for or received student financial as-
sistance under title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.), and
who—

(A) was enrolled or accepted for enrollment
on August 25, 2017, at an institution of higher
education that is located in an affected area;

(B) is a dependent student who was en-
rolled or accepted for enrollment on August
25, 2017, at an institution of higher education
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that is not located in an affected area, but
whose parent or parents resided or was em-
ployed on August 25, 2017, in an affected area;
or

(C) suffered direct economic hardship as a
direct result of Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane
Irma, Hurricane Maria, Tropical Storm Har-
vey, Tropical Storm Irma, or Tropical Storm
Maria, as determined by the Secretary.

(3) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’ has
the meaning given the term in section 102 of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1002).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Education.

(b) WAIVERS.—

(1) WAIVER OF NON-FEDERAL SHARE REQUIRE-
MENT.—Notwithstanding sections 413C(a)(2)
and 443(b)(5) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b-2(a)(2) and 1087-53(b)(5)),
with respect to funds made available for
award years 2016-2017 and 2017-2018—

(A) in the case of an institution of higher
education that is located in an affected area,
the Secretary shall waive the requirement
that a participating institution of higher
education provide a non-Federal share to
match Federal funds provided to the institu-
tion for the programs authorized pursuant to
subpart 3 of part A and part C of title IV of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1070b et seq. and 1087-51 et seq.); and

(B) in the case of an institution of higher
education that is not located in an affected
area but has enrolled or accepted for enroll-
ment any affected students, the Secretary
may waive the non-Federal share require-
ment described in subparagraph (A) after
considering the institution’s student popu-
lation and existing resources.

(2) WAIVER OF REALLOCATION RULES.—

(A) AUTHORITY TO REALLOCATE.—Notwith-
standing sections 413D(d) and 442(d) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b—
3(d) and 1087-52(d)), the Secretary shall—

(i) reallocate any funds returned under
such section 413D or 442 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 that were allocated to in-
stitutions of higher education for award year
2016-2017 to an institution of higher edu-
cation that is eligible under subparagraph
(B); and

(ii) waive the allocation reduction for
award year 2018-2019 for an institution of
higher education that is eligible under sub-
paragraph (B) returning more than 10 per-
cent of its allocation under such section 413D
or 442 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 for
award year 2017-2018.

(B) INSTITUTIONS ELIGIBLE FOR REALLOCA-
TION.—An institution of higher education is
eligible under this subparagraph if the insti-
tution—

(i) participates in the program for which
excess allocations are being reallocated; and

(ii)(I) is located in an affected area; or

(IT) has enrolled or accepted for enrollment
any affected students in award year 2017-
2018.

(C) BASIS OF REALLOCATION.—The Secretary
shall—

(i) determine the manner in which excess
allocations will be reallocated pursuant to
this paragraph; and

(ii) give preference in making reallocations
to the needs of institutions of higher edu-
cation located in an affected area.

(D) ADDITIONAL WAIVER AUTHORITY.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, in
order to carry out this paragraph, the Sec-
retary may waive or modify any statutory or
regulatory provision relating to the realloca-
tion of excess allocations under subpart 3 of
part A or part C of title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b et seq.
and 1087-51 et seq.) in order to ensure that
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assistance is received by institutions of high-
er education that are eligible under subpara-
graph (B).

(3) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS DATE EXTEN-
SION.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of law—

(A) any funds available to the Secretary
under sections 413A and 441 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b and
1087-51) for which the period of availability
would otherwise expire on September 30,
2017, shall be available for obligation by the
Secretary until September 30, 2018, for the
purposes of the programs authorized pursu-
ant to subpart 3 of part A and part C of title
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1070b et seq. and 1087-51 et seq.); and

(B) the Secretary may recall any funds al-
located to an institution of higher education
for award year 2016-2017 under section 413D
or 442 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1070b-3 and 1087-52), that, if not re-
turned to the Secretary as excess allocations
pursuant to either of those sections, would
otherwise lapse on September 30, 2017, and
reallocate those funds in accordance with
paragraph (2)(A).

(c) EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT.—This sec-
tion is designated as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 4(g) of the Statu-
tory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (title I of
Public Law 111-139; 2 U.S.C. 933(2)).

(d) REPORT.—Not later than October 1, 2018,
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate and the Committee on Education
and the Workforce of the House of Rep-
resentatives information on—

(1) the total volume of assistance received
by each eligible institution of higher edu-
cation under subsection (b)(2); and

(2) the total volume of the non-Federal
share waived for each institution of higher
education under subsection (b)(1).

(e) SUNSET.—The provisions of subsection
(b) shall cease to be effective on September
30, 2018.

SEC. 3. PROJECT SERV AND EQUITABLE SERV-
ICES FOR CHILDREN AND TEACHERS
IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS.

Section 8501(b)(1) of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7881(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’;

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(F') section 4631, with regard to Project
SERV.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. ALLEN) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 1866.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 1866, the Hurricanes Harvey, Irma,
and Maria Education Relief Act of 2017.

Mr. Speaker, September has been a
difficult month for many students and
families in areas such as Texas, Lou-
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isiana, Florida, Puerto Rico, and even
my State of Georgia, just to name a
few.

We have all seen the truly saddening
images of families who have been im-
pacted by the likes of Hurricanes Har-
vey, Irma, and Maria, and now we must
come together as a nation to help our
fellow Americans recover from these
life-changing storms.

These storms have left many Ameri-
cans with questions on how to continue
living their daily lives as they try to
return to a sense of normalcy, and stu-
dents are no exception. Hundreds of
thousands of students have been im-
pacted by these storms, and the Fed-
eral Government must be ready to ad-
dress the needs of students, as well as
their institutions of learning, so that
their education may continue.

The Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and
Maria Education Relief Act of 2017 al-
lows the Department of Education, as
well as other Federal entities, to use
the emergency tools at their disposal
to immediately assist students im-
pacted by the storms of this past
month without the need of additional
appropriations from Congress.

First, the bill equips the Department
of Education with temporary authority
to waive certain rules governing cam-
pus-based aid programs for those insti-
tutions impacted by recent hurricanes.

Second, the legislation ensures stu-
dents and teachers at private schools
receive services under the Project
SERV grant program. This program
helps school districts and institutions
of higher education reestablish a safe
learning environment after a violent or
traumatic crisis. The program has
issued grants to school districts, State
educational agencies, and institutions
of higher education after natural disas-
ters, including Superstorm Sandy.
These funds have helped reopen schools
or, in some cases, provided resources to
operate a school at an alternative site
while the original site is being re-
paired.

Mr. Speaker, Congress has the power
to use its resources to help students
and families return to a sense of nor-
malcy after these terrible storms, and
we should do everything within our au-
thority to help students remain on a
pathway to success even in the after-
math of these storms.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support S. 1866, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
1866, but I also stand concerned about
the humanitarian crisis going on in
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands in the wake of Hurricane Maria
and also the other hurricanes that have
been in the area.

More than 3.4 million people reside in
Puerto Rico alone—U.S. citizens who
are in need of full support of the Fed-
eral Government. This is more than
the population of Wyoming, Vermont,
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North Dakota, and Alaska combined—
U.S. citizens, yet they have no voting
Members of Congress.

U.S. citizens in Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands serve in our military. In
fact, Puerto Ricans serve in our mili-
tary at a rate twice the general U.S.
population, and they are hurting. They
are fighting to survive, and they are in
desperate need of food, clean water,
medical supplies, and security.

Hurricane Maria essentially wiped
out ports, roads, electricity, commu-
nications, water supply, crops, and
many homes. Today, 97 percent of
Puerto Rico’s residents are still with-
out power, and 40 percent do not have
access to clean drinking water. So
Americans in Puerto Rico and the Vir-
gin Islands are now homeless, dis-
placed, and without food, water, fuel,
and medication.

Congress and this administration
have an obligation to act swiftly and to
act boldly to ease the suffering of our
fellow Americans in Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands. This bill, the Hurri-
cane Relief Act, is well-intentioned and
a good starting point.

But make no mistake, the limited
flexibility offered to those affected by
Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria in
this bill will be helpful, but the bill
does not go far enough to provide the
kind of relief that is needed in Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands.

These Americans do not have voting
representation in Congress that allows
their representatives to most effec-
tively advocate on their behalf. There-
fore, it is incumbent on all of us to
stand shoulder to shoulder with our fel-
low citizens and provide them with the
support that they desperately need.

This is a life-and-death situation, and
any further delay for aid will lead to
unnecessary tragedy. So I urge this
body to bring a full emergency supple-
mental bill to Puerto Rico and the Vir-
gin Islands to a vote. The citizens af-
fected by the hurricane are running out
of time.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we pass the
bill, but, after we pass it, get right to
work on a full relief bill for Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to add that this legislation does
not call for additional appropriations
on the part of Congress and provides
the Department of Education with lim-
ited authority to act until it has suffi-
ciently assisted the students and fami-
lies of these impacted regions.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this important legislation for
the people impacted by Hurricanes
Harvey, Irma, and Maria.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of S. 1866, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
ALLEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1866.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONTROL UNLAWFUL FUGITIVE
FELONS ACT OF 2017

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 533, I call up the
bill (H.R. 2792) to amend the Social Se-
curity Act to make certain revisions to
provisions limiting payment of benefits
to fugitive felons under titles II, VIII,
and XVI of the Social Security Act,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 533, the
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, printed in
the bill, is adopted and the bill, as
amended, is considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 2792

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Control Unlaw-
ful Fugitive Felons Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. REVISIONS TO PROVISIONS LIMITING
PAYMENT OF BENEFITS TO FUGITIVE
FELONS UNDER TITLE XVI OF THE
SOCIAL SECURITY ACT.

(a) FUGITIVE FELON WARRANT REQUIRE-
MENT.—Section 1611(e)(4)(A)(i) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1382(e)(4)(A)(i)) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘‘fleeing to avoid’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the subject of an arrest warrant for the
purpose of’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘the place from which the per-
son flees’’ the first place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘the jurisdiction issuing the warrant’’; and

(3) by striking ‘‘the place from which the per-
son flees’’ the second place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘the jurisdiction’.

(b) PROBATION AND PAROLE WARRANT RE-
QUIREMENT.—Section 1611(e)(4)(A)(ii) of such
Act (42 U.S.C. 1382(e)(4)(A)(ii)) is amended to
read as follows:

““(ii) the subject of an arrest warrant for vio-
lating a condition of probation or parole im-
posed under Federal or State law.”’.

(c¢) DISCLOSURE.—Section 1611(e)(5) of such
Act (42 U.S.C. 1382(e)(5)) is amended—

(1) by striking “‘any recipient of’’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘any individual who is a recipient of (or
would be such a recipient but for the applica-
tion of paragraph (4)(A))’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘the recipient’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘the individual’ .

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by this section shall be effective with respect to
benefits payable for months that begin on or
after January 1, 2021.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from South Dakota (Mrs.
NOEM) and the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from South Dakota.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may
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have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill
currently under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from South Dakota?

There was no objection.

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2792, the Control of Unlawful Fugitive
Felons Act of 2017. In 1996, Congress
and President Clinton worked together
to reform welfare and reignite the
American Dream for families in need.

Aligned with this goal was a provi-
sion prohibiting a range of welfare ben-
efits—including Supplemental Security
Income—to fugitive felons and viola-
tors of probation and parole because
safety net programs need to be pro-
tected from abuse so they can remain
in place for those individuals who need
them.

Individuals who evade justice violate
the social contract that grants them
this safety net. Simply put, it is inco-
herent and self-defeating that a nation
of laws would pay a wanted person and
prolong their flight from justice. Un-
fortunately, due to a number of factors
involving the courts, these provisions
have been watered down in recent
years and rendered ineffectual.

Through the CUFF Act, Congress can
stand up, once again, on behalf of our
communities and affirm what every
participant in our society should un-
derstand: if you have an outstanding
warrant for your arrest, you have an
obligation to face justice or clear your
name.

This legislation not only stops bene-
fits from going to those who are not
following the law, but it also helps law
enforcement apprehend those suspects.
A 2007 report by SSA’s inspector gen-
eral found that this policy aided law
enforcement in apprehending almost
60,000 individuals who were evading ar-
rest for outstanding warrants. In fact,
law enforcement thinks this policy is
so effective that the Fraternal Order of
Police, the National Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion, and the South Dakota Sheriffs’
Association have expressed support for
the CUFF Act.

Unfortunately, despite the fact that
this commonsense bill is endorsed by
law enforcement and has a proven
track record of success, I anticipate
that my colleagues across the aisle
may try to convince you otherwise.

I have heard many of their argu-
ments when the Ways and Means Com-
mittee considered this bill and when
the Rules Committee also considered
this bill.

So let’s take each of those concerns
in turn.

Some may say that this is an old,
failed policy.

In reality, this policy has a long
track record of success. In 2015, the So-
cial Security inspector general said, at
a hearing, that this bill would stop
hundreds of millions of dollars in pay-
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ments to individuals with felony war-
rants.

Some may say this bill targets people
with outdated warrants.

In reality, SSA already has a wide
authority to exempt individuals if the
alleged offense is nonviolent and not
drug related.
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Some may say that this bill would
throw beneficiaries off the rolls with
no warning. In reality, the SSA pro-
vides beneficiaries advance notice of 35
days before suspending SSI benefits,
and there is a robust appeal process for
recipients who have had their benefits
suspended.

Some may say that this policy is bur-
densome to law enforcement. In re-
ality, this bill is supported by the Fra-
ternal Order of Police, the National
Sheriffs’ Association, and the South
Dakota Sheriffs’ Association because it
helps them do their job to locate indi-
viduals.

Finally, some may raise concerns
that it targets minority populations
caught up in overcriminalization or
overly harsh sentencing. To those con-
cerns, I say that these issues are abso-
lutely important, and I look forward to
us having those conversations about
criminal justice reforms here in Con-
gress. However, that conversation is
outside the scope of the legislation
that we have before us today.

My legislation does not speak to the
content of a warrant, just the fact that
one exists. The decision to grant a war-
rant is made by a judge in a court of
law, not by the Social Security Admin-
istration. It should not be the duty of
the American taxpayer to subsidize in-
dividuals who are wanted by the police.

Simply put, Mr. Speaker, if an indi-
vidual has an outstanding warrant, it
must be addressed and cleared. This
bill does nothing to change that.

Under my bill, nobody will lose their
SSI benefits because of misdemeanor
offenses such as merely having a park-
ing ticket, petty theft, or even driving
under the influence. This bill stops
payments to individuals who have out-
standing warrants for felonies. These
are crimes like murder, rape, and kid-
napping. It also stops payments to in-
dividuals with probation and parole
violations, limiting their ability to
evade arrest.

Supplemental Security Income is a
lifeline to those who are in need. We
must ensure we are not further facili-
tating criminal activity in commu-
nities that are all too often already
struggling.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the
time that we are spending to consider
this important legislation, and I appre-
ciate the opportunity to stand in sup-
port of my bill today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, my mother used to say:
Right is right if nobody is right, and
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